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OPERATIONS (F THE FIRING BATTERY, BATTERY "D", 2KD BN,
36TH F.A., 13TH F.A., BRIGADE, (II CORPS), In THE
FONDOUK CAMPAIGN, 9 MARCH - 14 APRIL, "1943.

(TUNISIAN CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Battery Commander)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph pertﬁiné to a heavy artillery firing
battery, Battery "D", 2nd Bn, 36th F.A., 13th F.A. Brigade,
(II Corps), in the Fondouk Campaign of Tuniaia, during the
period O Msrch - 14 April, 1943,

Before depicting the operations of this "Long Tom"
battery (155 mm gun), it 1is appropriate to present inci~-
deﬁts leading to the deciszion to strike at North Afriea,
td view the general picture of the invasion and subseguent
race to Tunlsia, and to set the Tunisian stage where this

batteryts action cocurs.

DECISION TO STRIKE AT NORTH AFRICA

Then President Roosevelt and the American Chlefs of
Staff met with Prime Minister Churchill and the British
Chiefs of Staff in Washington, D. C., January, 1942, to
discuss posaibilities of invading North Afrlca, they decld=-
ed that the Allies were not prepared te undertake the oper-
ation at that time. Further discussions were held the fol=
lowing June, and "the final decision was taken in July te |
launch an expedition into morthwest Africa in conjunetion
with the prepsrations for the advance westward of the Brite
ish Eigth Army then reorganizing on the E1 Alamein Line".(1)

The invasion of North Africe, to Be known as "Opera-
tion Torch", would facilitate allied global operations, re-
(1) 2-1, p. 18.



move the German threat in western Morocoo as well as a£
South American Dakar, and, it was hoped to rally the French
army. (2) Then, toe, the Rﬁasians were at that time clamore
ing for a second front. (3)

There was no doubt that ﬁtho psycholegieal effect of

the conguest of North Africa would be tremendous™., (4)

INVASION

"Operation Toreh", with Gensral Eisenhower in command,
was put into effect on D-day, 8 November 1943, when three
task forces, (Western, Center, ang Eaatern), struck at Cessa
~ blancs, Oran apd Algiers respéctively. (See Map A) (5)

The Western Task Foroe of American troops , under come
‘mand of Maj. Gen. {later Lt. Gen.) George 5. Patton, Jr.,
sailed from the United States, (6)

The Center Task Force of American troops, under conme
mard of Maj. Gen. (later Lt. Gen.) Lloyd R. Fredendall s8ile
sd from Great Britian. (%) | |

The Eaatern Task Force of American and British troops
asllsd from Great Britain., The landings of this foroee were
under direction of Ma}, Gen, Charles W. Ryder; Lt. Gen.
K.A.N. Anderson, of the British Army, topk over command

" after troops were established ashore. (8)

RACE TO TUNISIA

After the landings were effected and the ensuing
touchy diplomatic negotiations with the Frenoch somewhat
soothed, the Allies inmediately made a sweep into Tuniala
(2, 4) A-1, p. 18; (3)‘Peraona% knowledge;

(5, 6, 7, 8) A-l, p. 20 |



with units of the Eastern Ta;kiFaree, which bescame the
British First Army under Gen, Anderson. (9)

British and American troops reembarked at Algliers and
landed at Eougie on 11 November, Bone was pecupled the
next dﬁj by British parachutiasts from Alglers and a unlt
bronght In by water from Bougle; these unita occoupied
Tabarka on 15 November and Djebel Ablod two deays later,
(See Map B) (10) -

More British parachutists flew in from Algiera and
took over Souk el Arba, moving to BejJa by 17 November.

7k[én American paratroep unit from Algiers to Youks les Bains;
"[then Tebess2a, eccupled the Gasfa airfield en 17 November.(1l)

French troops, reinforced with American units, were
given the assignment to protect the southern flank of the
Americans and British in the north, s well as the protecs
tion oandvineed airfielda in the Tebessa.asfa srea, (12)

The race for Tunisia was on. Fhile our forces were
moving in, the Axls feverlouaxly rushed reinfercements into
HertﬁgrnfTuniaia by sea and air to make a stand with the
German Fifth Army under Col. Gen. Von Armim. (15)

‘ Meanwhile Gen. Sir Bernard Montgomery snd bis British
_Eigth Army, which hed hurled Gen. Rommel from El Alsmeln,
were pursuing.%is Afrika Kﬁrps across Egypt., (14)

TUHISIAﬁ STAGE

Following this concentration of. trcops by both the
Allies and the Axis, lsoleted battles\teok place from De=
cember 1942 to Februsry 1943 and partially staballzed lines
{9, 12, 14) A1, p. 22; (10, 11} A4A-2, p. 17; (13) A«l, p. 23



were forming in Northérn Tunisis, Alse, by Febrﬁary, Mont -
gomery had the Afrika Korps contained in Southern Tunlzls,
where Remmel set up his Mereth Line. (Sees Map B) (15)
"Upon arrivel of the British Eigth Army on the Mareth
Iine, it ceme under direetion of Geri. Elsenhower", who was
in command of the North African Theater of-Operations.
Gen. Alexander was appointed Eisenhower's deputy and given
direct command of the Elghteenth Army Gfoup, which consista
ed of the British First Army ﬁnorth), British Eigth Army
{zouth), the U.3. II Corps (center-south); and the French
XIX Corps (center-~north), on the Tunisian front. Gen. |

Fredendsll was in command of II Corps.: (18)

EASS ARINE THRUST

With the jumcture of the Afriks Korps with Von Arnim's
Fifth Army, the Axls qulckly conzolidated end struck at the
lightly held portiona of the long allied line. (17) Thus
followed Rommel's well known smash from Feid through the
Kesassrine Pass, When this thrust was rinally stopped ‘Rorme 1
withdrew and-reached 'the general line Hadjeb el Aion-éidi Bou
7id « Gasfa by 26 February. (See Map B) (18)

"Ihe turn of the tide at Kasaarine proved to he the turn
of the tide in all Tunisia as well", becamse from then on,
the Allies (as & whole) were on the offensive throughout the
remaining Tunlsisan Ctmpaign..(lg) There were, nevertheless,
short periocds of American defensive action by individual unitg,
as shall be taknn up later in this monograph. |

(15) A-1, p. 23; (16, 17) A-1, p. 243 (18) A2, p. 32; (19)
5-2_, p- 550 R



BATTERY "D" MOVES TO COMBAT ZOWE'

On 5 Mareh 1943, Gen. Fredendall relinquished eommand
of the Americsn II Cerpa to Gen, Pltfon. (20)

It was also on thia date that the Reéimantal Head-
quarters,smd Headquarters Battery amd the Secornd Battilibn,
(consisting of Battalion Headguarters and Headquarterg Bate
tery, Batterles "D", "E", "F", and Service Battefy), 36th
Field Artillery, began & 700-mile motor march from Chanzy,
Algeria, to the combat zone, (See Map A) (21)

These unlis had been training at Chanzy camp since
3 Janusry 1943, the date of arrival atFOrnn from England,
where they had been stationed since 17 August 1942, (22)

Chanzy, & small French viilage, is located twenty
miles south of Sidi Bel Abbes, (home of the renowned French
Foreign Legion), and seventy miles south of Oran, (23)

'The Regiment!s First Battalien was alresady committed
in Tunisis, and hed been since December, 1942 (24)

~The Regimental Haadquarters end Headquarters Battery
and Second Battslion wmotor column arrived in vieinity erL
combat ares cn,g_ggnnh;;nd bivousced near Sbiba, Tunisla,
(See Map B) The trip was uneventful, the latter part have
ing been made at night, without lights, slngce enemy air-
eraft was active throughout that area.  The march was suc-
cessful due to exfensive motor march tralining held by these
units when in the United States. (25)

The four-day-trek to the gombat'area enabled the units

(20) A-3, p. 18; (21, 22, 25) A-4; (23) Personal know-
ledge; (24) AB | |



to become famillarized with new radlo sets, (SCR-608,3CR-610),
which they had received a few days prior to lesving Chanzy.

It was soon abvioua that net control and redic dlscipline

was imperative. (26)

COMBAT GROUPIN3G

Upon arrival st the combst zone, the Second Battalien

became part of a groupment of ertillery along with a datle
talion from the 17th Fleld Aftiliery, and a detechment from
the .lst Field Artillery Observetion Battalion., (27)

The Group, which was under the Regimental Ceommander of
the Séth Field Artillery, Col. (later Brig. Gen.) Walter W,
Hess, Jr., was put in general support of the 34th Divis«
lon. (28) _

The remsinder of the 13th Field Artillery Brigade,
which included the FiratrBattalien, 36th Flield Artillery,
was committed at E1 Guettsr under the Brigade Commander,

Brig. Gen. (later Maj. Gen.) John A. Crane. (See Map B){29)

DEFENSIVE POSITION

The Second Battalion sccupled two positlons during ‘f}fwuﬁw
the following two weeks, the second being five miles south
of 3bibe. {(See Map B} A4ll firing batterles, iﬁeluding
Battery "D", were registered at the latter positiocn. (30)

The unit was at this position when the Battery "D"
Commandsr was ordered by the Battalion Commander, Lt. Col.
George E. Halliday, to regi?ter the firing batteries of the
battalion., Upon arriving at the Observatlion Post, which he
expected to be under enemy surveillance, -he found the 34th
(26, 28, 30) Personal knewledge; (27, 29) A-6, p. 8586,



Division Commander, Gen. Ryder, and members of his staff
awaiting the‘registrationa,bo*cume. The Battery Command-
er, instead of shooting at German positlons, conducted a
Fort Sill service practice. (31)

This was the firat time thilas Battery Commander defin-
ately knew that the enemy was miles away; that the 34th
Division had eatablished a defensive position; and was mak-
ing sure all l1lta diréct and general support artillery was
registered and prepﬁred to cover likely enemy avenues of
approach.through_the mountain passes, (32)

The Dilviszien was ready, in this posliticn, in case of
another German stab s at Eassarine Pass, (33)

Mearmhils, the British Eigth Army had launched opera-
tions in Sduthern Tunisia Iin coordination with the dbulk of
American II Corps forces (lst Armored Division, lst and 9th
" Infantry Divisions) and forced Rommel from his Mareth Line.
{See Map B) (34)

FIRST FONDOUE ATTACK

While the Afrika Korps was withﬁrawing from Mareth,
te set up new defenaive positions at Wadi Akearlt, the 34th
Division (on 25 March) received orders for its first ms.jor
attack in World @War I1, The mission wes to seize Fondouk
Pass, push on teo Ksircusn and Sousse, sand thereby cut off
 Rommel's line of retreat through Northern Tunisia, (3See
Map B) (35)

The Divislien moved up en the night of 26-27 March to
viclnity of Hadjeb el Aioun. (36)

(31, 32, 33) Personal knowledge; (34) A-3, p. 18;
(36} a-%, p. 11§ (36) A-7, p. i2.
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On the same night, Battery "D" moved with its batm
tallon from vicinity Sbiba to Sbeltla, a distance of 20
miles. The next night 1t made a 40emile move; this time
through Hadjeb el Aioun and into position southwest of
Fondouk. (See Map B) (37)

These moves wers made under covar‘of'darkness be=
cause German Stuka dlve bhombers were constantly searching
the area during dsylight hours. (38)

"The Divialon 1£tacked on the marﬁing of 27 March make
ing a frontal naa:alt of the cbjective with two regiments
sbreast (135th Infantry on the left; 168th Infantry on the
right) ani cne regiment in reserve (133rd Infantry)--coverw
ing e front of approximately five miles, The hzundzibzz:&ﬁﬁdl)'
tween regiments was Highway Number 3 to Fondouk. (See Map
¢) (29) |

This attack failed. . (20) |

On 268 March, the Division attacked again, and failed.
(41) Battery "D" was in position with its Battalion for
this sttsck and fired 72 rounds in support. (4%2)
On 29 March, the Divisien attacked again end falled.

The following day 1t mede a last failing attack, holding ?
sstablished fromt lines umtil 51 March, and pulling back |
on the night of 1l=2 April'to establish a dafensive position
on the high ground spproximately two miles te the rear. (43)

The Second Battalion fired normal hesvy artillery
mission® curing the above attecks, sxpending 569 rounds
throughout the four-day peried, including 205 rounds fired
vy Battery "D". (44) -

(38) A-7, p. 12;' {37, 42) Ae4; (38) Per=zonal knowledge;
(20, 41) A-7, p. 165 (43) A=7, p. 16; (44) A«8,
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1

Initially opposing these._attscks was a reinforced rifle
company, but more troops were immedletely rushed 1n.ance the

sb¥acks began. (45)

TERRAIN ARD ENEMY OBSERVATION

The five-mils wide valley, whlch funneled into the 1000
yard Fondouk Pass, up which these regiments attacked, was ex-
tfemely flat and barren., The rocky, sandy esarth offered no
vogetahie growth, except for isolated cactus patches; cover
and concealment were unattainsble. (46) |

The Germans ococupled the high ridgez that c¢losed in on
the ‘Pass from the Nérth, and South, They had complete cbsers
vation for miles with surveillance of all movement below.
(See Map C) (47)

The German's perfect observation and vantage polnt is
emphasized by the foliowing incigents:

When the Battery "D" Commsnder was meking a daylight

check of his proposed gun position area, the enemy fired a

"88" around over his head, landing approximately 200 yards
away. A few seconds later, a sescond round came in; it was
st11l over, but had shifted laterally about Eooryarda. A
third round was expected, this one to fall short; establishe
ing the bracket.. But ne third round cams in. That round
anﬁ many more came 1in that night as the guns were abﬁut to
be moved into positien. ‘The enemy had heard the tractor
prime~-movers, and thinking tha’batter& already in the poslie
tion aréa, fired. The rounds fell in ﬁhs sxact plece occuw
pied by the Battery Commander that afternocon. No demage was
(45) A-7; p. 16; (46, 47) Peraonal knewledg;.
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done as the guns were st11l 200 yards from the position area,
The enemy had ranged ip on the Battery Commander in the afters
noon, and expected te smssh a battery that night. (éB)

The following night, thia Battefy Comnander was af the
Division Commsnd Post when more "88s" came barging in. The
Germants appsrently knew all the 34th Division installations,
and could resch them with fire. (49)

The position ares resembled that it Angio, as Tar as
snemy observation was concerned, and the Germans put the

terrain to excellent use for their defense. (50)

BATTERY "D" OUT ON A LIMB

When the 34th Division pulled back on the night of 1.2
April, the general support artlillery in the area found 1t~
self left out on a limb. There were no protecting forces to
the front, although the 813th Tank Destroysr Battallon was
located sbout aoo'yakaq to the rear of Batterﬁ "D". (51)

The Battery Commander, being concerned with his present
position, conferred with the Commsnding Officer of the 8l3th
Tank Destroyer Battalion, Lt. Col, Willism Walker, as to
what préteation would be afféred‘by thia unit. PBeing assured
that the Tank Destroyer Battalion could move out in front if
anything happened, the Battery Commender still thought 1% |
~wilae to check snd strengthen his perimeter defense. Rocket
launchers were repositioned, anti;aircraft machine guns prew=
pared from grourd defenae,land converted rif lemen were placed
on the outer edge of the area. An observation and listening
post was sent 1000 yards forward, and commanications set up

(48; 49, 50, 51) . Personal experience.
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hetween the Battefy and Tank Destroyer unit. {s52)
Luckily, this defense was meot tested. (53)

STUKAS ATTACK BATTERY

During the third dsy of the Diviaion's attack of the
‘Gap, Battery "D" was dive bombed by six stuka planes. Normal-
1y one could set his watch by ﬁhg Gérman's.mcthadical flights,
Tor they consistantly appesred each day at 0700, 1200, and
1700 hours. This day the story was dlf ferent. (54)

Battery "F", whioch was leocated approximnteiy 500 yards
behind Battery "D", was firing whan the stukas hit the hori-
zon. As the plan&s were approsaching, they had completesd
their mission and the gun tubes were lowered. (55)

At this time, Lt. Willlsm Dougherty, executive offiecer,
of B;ttery_“DP, precelved a mission direct from the Basttalion
Fire Directinﬁ Center., Befcre thg Battery Commander coal&
intervens, up went the "Long Tom" tnbéa. No sooner had this
happened, when the FDC Spdtted the planes and cencelled the
mission, The tubes were ordered to be lowered, but by this.
time the stukas were diving oﬁ the position. They peeled
off awiftiy and attaeked directly ocut of the sun, dropping
approximately f if teen bombs, mostly 100w-pounders, with a
couple of 500~pounders interspersed. They hed plenned to
pulverize this battery. (586) |

A11 the unit's .50 caliber mschine guns opened up on
these plenes, and this must have perturbed the Nazl pllots
fa they did not dive as low ‘aa usual, and the center of
the bomb pattern was about 50 yarda.over; {57)

(52«57) FPersonsal knowledge. -
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A few of the short bombs-were dispersed throughout the
area, but no dsmage was done to eithef thQ guns or personnel
of Battery "D". A4ll men, with exception of the mechine gunners,
who‘were dug in, were deep in their fox holes af the time of
attack. (58) | |

Cne man, Sgt. Carmon, the Battalion AT FCO from Head-
gusrters Battery , had not been able to get to protection.  He
was riding up Highway Ne. 3 when the planes came in, and diad
net have timq to get out of the vehicle. A bomb dropped on
the rosd dlrectly in front of hls command car and & fragment
went through. the sergctnt‘ﬁ'hegd. The driver was blasted
out of the vehicle by concussion and thrown sbout 20 ysrds.
He was unharmed, but ruffled. The command car bhurned 22 it
was impossible to smother the flnﬁea. (59)

This same bomb got & very lucky hit., It blasted out all
wire eemmnnication between forward units snd the Division
Command Post. The entire Division was without communicetions
for about 20 minutes, while these lines were being repaired,
since sll the communications lines were lald together by fh@
side of the road. The situation was so vital that the Dive
Vision Artillery Cgmmlnder Brig. Gen. Stanford, was’ at the
loeatlion within five minutss of the communicstlion blsck out.

One stuka dived directly at the Battery Command Pest,
having spotted s command car, .and was blazing sway with its
machine guns snd 20mm camon. It dldn't take thn-Bittefy
Eommander snd his Instrument Sergeant long to hit their slit
trench once ﬁhq plane went into lts dive. Near misses hurt
no one. The vehicle was luckily untouched, but in need of

(58, 59) Personal knowledge.
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moere deseptive camouflage whieh 1t was gertain to receive
from that time on. (60)

German divg bombers were constantly on the look=out
for heavy artillery and tasnks; these units apparently had
number one dive bombing priority. (61) |

The "Long Tom" had become'n haunting dreazd to the en-
smy, especially because of 1ts long range accuracy and pro-
pectile bursting area. The Battallon would fire harrasaing
mis sions through the nights in resr aresas, smd m@ny sleepw
less Nazis, when later captured,referred to the 155-mm M-l
gun as "Whispering Desth®. (62) |
This may have been one of the reasons for the unitts

high priority on the German's bombing list. {63)

ROVING GERMAN "8gs"

When nightfall came , same day aa the atuka bombing,
Battery "D" was ordered to & new position srea; it was
nscessary to clear out so as.nbt to ha;e to withstand anothe
or stuka sttack, since the posifioh was marﬁod. Before
1eaving the area, all guns shifted trails, swinging approxie=
mately fourty~five degrees to the right, and sighted dlrect-
1y on the hills ahead from which intermittant "88" rounds
had been disturbing the entire division. The battery blaged
away with direct fire at what was determlined to be the "gga”
pesition, which happened to be the same place from which fire
was rahged in on the Battery "D" Commander Swe dasys back. |
After firing ﬁhree volleys, the battery swiftly marech ordered
anqrpulled out of position. (64)

(60aﬁ4l Personal knowledge.
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The following dey, "88" raounis agaln csme in. (65)

It waa found out lster that these rounds came from self=
propelled German "88" guns; that they would roll into e
position, fire a few rounds and then immediately taks up a
different location. In thia way, a few guns harrassed an

entire division. {66).

LULL PERIOD

The period lu7 April was a lull periocd far the 34th
Division as= Ter as action was concerned. During this time
the Second Battellon, 36th Field Artillery, fired its nor=-
mal long range missions of counter<battery, 1nterdict16n,
snd harrassing fire, expending a total of 498 rcunds (106
for Battsry "D"). (67). |

'SECOND_FONDOUK_ATTACK

On the night of 7«8 April, the 34th Division again
moved up to atteck the Fpndouk Pass.,

For ‘this attack, the Division was attached to the
Britiszh IX Corps. Immediately upoﬁﬂ%all of the Pasa, would
‘revert to control of the U.S, II Corps. (68).

The general plan wes for the British Eigth Army teo
bresk the Wadl Akarit position in Southzrn Tun1aia and the
Americen II Corps troops {south) to assist by threatening
Rommel's resr. (See Map B) (69).

A part of the British IX Corps, sssisted by the 34th

Division would launch an attack through Fondouk with the
mission of capturing Kairoﬁan.anﬁ threatening the enemy line

(65-66) Personal knowledge; (67) A=8; (68) A«9; p. 93 {69)
A"g; Po 570 ’
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of retreat. (70) ' -

Farther north, the British V Corps was to secure po=
sitions from which a future drive could be made on Tunis,
{See Map B) (71)

The Germans were in 2 precarious positiom. If Von
Arnim's men holding the paases'iﬁ the north gave way toor
soon, Rommel would find his Afriks Korps trapped; if they
stayed too long, they themselves would be cut off by the
Eigbh Army. (72)

The Germsns were delaying for they knew it was cnly
a matter of tims now. Their®objective was not on the ground
" but on the calendar". "If they could hold the Tunislan
bastien through the'sumﬁor,'not oniy could a Russlian came
paign be uniertaken to relieve the disaster of 3talingrad,
but also, any attack on the foartress ﬁf Western Europe
would be delayed a full year." (73)
Gen. Montgomery att scked at Wadl Akarit oh 6 Apfil,
Qikf_ and the next day the long awalted Junction of the Amerie
ean II Corps (south) and the British Eigth Army took place.
(74)
In the 34th Division sector the situation was the

[

same as for the first Fondouk attaek. (See Map ¢} {75)
This attsck failed, and from 21l irf ormation gathers

ed by the suthor, its failure was due to a misunderstand-
ing as te who was to'takq the objective, Djebel Rhorabww

the British or the Americans. Many sources &re vague on

this point, and some dlisagree, but it is assured that the
Rhorab defenses caused the fallure. (76)

70a71) A=2, p. 38; (72) A=10, pp. 285, 286; (73) A-l1, p. 8;
&74) A-2, p. 38; (75} A=7, pp. 18-20; {76) Parsonal deduction.
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For this final two-day attack, the Second Battalion exe
pended 762 rounds, which imcludes 259 rounds fired by Bat-
tery "D". (77)

PUSE THROUGH FONDCUK

On 9 April, in view of the Afriks Korps! retrest up
the cosst, the 26 Armoured Brigade (6th Armoured Division,
British) was ordered bo.bﬁrst ite wey through the Fondouk
Pass, Thils attack was successful, but due to mineflelds,
cost the Brigade 76 Sherman tanks, (60 of which were recovera
sd and again in action four days later). (78)

The 34th Division mopped up the hiils north and south
of the Fass., (79)

On the followlng day, the Brigade advanced on Eeirousan,
and oﬁ 11 April made contact with the British Elgth Apmy, ‘
which had meanwhile made rapld progressrovar the plain, have
ing entered Sfax the day before.. (80)

Although the armoured units failed to reach Kalrouan
in time to cut off the Gormahs, the Fondouk Battle was not
entirely wasted. It pulled down upon ltself the welght of
Rommel's remalning armor snd relieved the threat to the
flenk of Gen. Montgomery's troops. (81)

Cnce we attacked at Fondouk, the Germans had to withe
draw from Macknassy and Fald Pass to avold belng cut off. (82)

Fondouk sided in forcing the Axis into Enfideville and
- the mountains beyond. They were driven ocut of sonthern
Tunisls. (See Map B) (83) |

(77) A-8; (78,80) A-12, p. 11; (78) A=13, p.
(a1} A-12, p. 108; (82} a=1a, p. 202; (83) 3,14, p. 203.
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BATTALION AKD BATTERY MISSIONS AT FONDCUK

For the pericd 28 March~l0 April, in support of the
Fondeouk attacks,'and during the intervenlng lull period,
ths éecend Battalion fired a total of 1829 rounds, include
ing 570 fired by Battery "D". (84) |

The following data is listed to show the number and
type of miasiona-fired by the Second Battelien during the

_above period. These figures include dats pertaining to
Batteries "D?, "E", and "F": (85)
1, Number of missions fired: 115,

2. XNature of tsrgets:

'a, Reglatrations - &
b. Barrages - 10
¢+ Enemy Batteries - &5
d. Harrasssing - 54
e. Enemy Vehicles - 9
£. Tanks S

3. Average number of rounds per misslion: 16.
4, Minlmum ané maximum number of reunds expended on a
nissions |
a. Bavrages,
(1) Minimum - 12
(2) Maximum | - 257
be Enemy Batterles,
(1) Minimum - 12
(2) Meximum - 60
¢s Hearrassing,
(1) Minimum - 1l

(84, 85) A-B.
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(Missions fired by Sesond Battalionm~continued): (86)

{2) Meaximum - 6

d. Enemy Vehicles,

(1) Minimum - 9
(2) Maximum - 20
8. Enemy Tanks, |
(1) Minimum - 18
(2) Maximum = 78
E. Results: |
| e Barrages,

(1) Ground observation: Miasion_nocomplished.
b.  Enemy Batteries,
{1) Unobaerved, 4: Reaults unknown,
(2) Ground observation and sound, 31: Nission
sccomplished. |
G Harrass ing. ‘
(1} TUnobserved: Results unknown.
de Enémy Vehicles.
(1) Ground observation: Missién accomplished;
No direct hits.noted; vehicles scattered.
e, Enemy Tanks . |
(1) VGround-obaervation: VMiasion aaeonpliahed;
Infantry turned back; 3 tanks knocked out.
6. Average ringe at which missions wers fired:
15,000 yards. 7
T Minimum raﬁge fired: 6,400 yards; maximum range
fired: 25,715 yu?ds‘ |
(86) A48
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BATTERY "D" MOVES FROM FONDOUK

After the Fondouk break~through, Battery "D" remaine |
ed in posiftion until 14 April, when 1t moved with II Corps
to Eateur Area for the final Bsttle of Tunisia, which drove

. the Axis entirely out of North Africa, (87)

BATTERY TECHNIQUE AT PONDOUK

It seems in order, here, to state how Battery np"
operated in Tunisis; the methods used in reconnalssance,
selection, occupation of positicn, and firing technique. (88)

The Battalion Commander received 2 "goose~egged" map
srea { in which to put his batteries) from the Greup Commande

“er, who in turn received areas from the Division Artillery
Commander. {89)

The Battallon Gommahder normally made hls reconnaissance
with his three firing Battery Commanders. They traveled in
one jeep a3 German planes were continuously setlve, and
strafing was common throughout the area. These four officers
reconnoitered the area, snd the Battalion Commander, talking
it over with the Battery Commanders, a2ssigned each his re-.
spective position area. (90)

The Battery Commanders were then taken beck to thelr
units, It was now up to each of them to get together his
own individual parby, proceed to the assigned area, and pre=
pare it for the movement of the battery inte position that
night. (91) | |
' The above type of reconnaisssnge took place when the
Battalion first moved into a combat seofor. After belng
committed, the Battallon Commander reconnoltered with esch
Battery Commsander individually, and only one Battery moved
(8791} Personal knowledge.
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et a time; the other two remaining in pesition., In elther
case, the operation of the battery in preparing and meqing
into position was the same. (92)

After srriving at his old srea, the Battery Commsnder
got his party together; 4t consisted of the Communications
Sergeant, the Survey Shrgeant, and the Executive or his
assisteant. This party, too, went forward in one jeep. (93)

At the new position area, the Battery Coﬁmanﬂer would
personally select the exact location for éach gan, A Tew
considerations taken into effect were: defiladed area for
cover, foutes of approach into area, smmunition dumps for
the gun sections snd places where the camouflage nets would
best blend for concealment. (94) .

Large Tlat top cemouflage nets (35 by 70 feet) were al-
ways used 23 there was no natural ooheealment in this sector
of Tunisia, Tye'terrain was wlde open; there were no trees,
Cactus patchea were spaced here and there, and whenever pogfia
hle, the batteries would take positianﬁ in them. Camouflage
nets still had to be erected, nevertheless, These neis,
heavily gernished, would sometimes blsnd to th§ surrounding
objeéts, but their main purpose was deceptive camouflage;
the enemy knew something was there but not what it was. This
method was used mainly to hide from dive bombers. (95)

After selscting e position for each gun, the Battery
Commander would put in a center line with his hand compass,
This center line was staked in on the azimuth whieh‘waa the
center of the sector of fire. This was done for each of the
four guns. BHach gun wes pulled in on its center line, with.

(92-95) Personal knowlsdge.
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the sight over the rear stake. (96)

Next, :'twitchboard and command post locetien would
be selected. (9?) |

Meanwhile, the Survey Sergeant was studying the area.
It was his duby tn‘run a position area survey, locating
Number One snd Number Three gun, tylng in ssme with Batta-
1ion control, which was usually brought close to the posi-
tion sres. (98) |

The Communications Sergeant, now knowing where the
Battery inatallationa were to go, was ready to put in lines,
after getting his crew together. (99)

After all preparations were made, the Pafty pﬁoceeded

beck to its old aree. Communication 1lines were then laid,

and survey started. Usually eich gun Chief of Section was
taken tc the ﬁew ares so he could check the route into his
exact gun position, since the Battery-wouid move 1n at night,
(100) |

The main denger in moving into position were mines,.
and the Battery had no mine detector. Several fimus a gun
relling into position just missed German Teller mines, and -
British Hawkins mines which had been lsft behind. (101)

The Eattery would move up at night, and by daylight
would be laid and.ready_to”fire, tied in with Battalion by
survey and communications. (102)

The Battery pesltion was quite spread ocut. The dis-
tanece between Number One and Number Four éuna was sometlimes
g3 much as 1000 yards, and the guns were ataggered in depth
(96m108) Personal knowledge.
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as much as 400 yerds, This waa necessary because complete
concealment from the active enemy planes could not be gotten,
The staggering of pieces eliminated bomb lines, (103)

Becsuse the guns were so widely separated, & telephone
line wes laid from the Battery Executive to each gun section.
He could not possibly.cantrel them by voice. Each Chiefl of
Sectlion hed a head and chest set and would relay fire commands
to his individual gun section. (104)

The Battery Executlive had a direct line to the Battallon
Fire Direction Centér, and an alternate one through the Bate
tery switchboard. All fire commends went directly from Battaw
lion to the Executive. (105)

A Firing Chert was kept at the Battery Command Post,
and it was kept up to date on concentrations by the Battalicm
Fire Direction Center. No firing wes done from the Battery
chart; it was kept as a precaution 1p case the Battalion
Fire Direction Center should bé knocked out. 1In this case,
the Battery could then take over control of the Baftalion‘s
fire., 1t was found that the 1:50,000 firing chert, for the
Horizontal Control Operstor, and 1:25,000 chart, for the
Vertical Control Qperator, gave excellent results, (106)

The prime-mover tractors wers kept near the gun peaition,‘
but all unneceasary motor vehiclez were kept far to the rear,
in snother locality. (107)

Machine Guns were dug in, and they covered the position
. sres for sctive defense sgainst sir attacks, (108)

The Battery extablished an Observation Post whlch was
manned 24 hours s day by the Reconnalssance Officer, inter=

(103~108) Personsl knowledge.
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mittently with the Assistant Executive. Very little firing
wes conducted frem thls OF; bbsaried firing was conducted
primerily by the Forward Observers of the Division Artillery,
(109)
| Most times, the Battery had no idea is to who was con-
ducting the fire of its gurs at the forﬁard end of the tra-
 jectory. (110) |

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

Because Field Artillery is s supporting unit, consider-
shle material has been preaanted in this monegraph covering
the operations of the supported units,

Although it is not the purpese of the author to an2-
lyze the performance of other units snd critlielze their
action, it seems in order to state thet the second major
attnck of the Fordouk Pass would heve aucceeded much earlier
4f there had been a definite understanding between the units
oconcerned &3 to the beundry between them, snd which unit was
cherged with taking the vital objective, Djebel Rhorab, which |
preaented the major threat to the entire Pass.

The Germsns, in protecting the Fondouk Faas, used the
_saparb.eriticli terrain to excellent asdvantage, end no unit
could pésaiblx have penetrated same without high costs.

The artillery should never have been left out as a
salient when the 34th Division pulled ﬁaekﬁcto set up new
defensive lines two miles to the rear. The snemy could have
easlly over-run and taken these units, for they were not ade

equately protected by tle supported arms, wf% pd & “ﬁg‘

{109, 110) Personal knowledge.
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It was found that the spreading and staggoring-of.
srtillery guns offered good passive dsfense agalnst dive
boembers. Had this not been the case, Battery "D" might
easily have lost a gun during the stuks sttack.

A= for sctive defense sgsinat planes, machine guns
firing at the enemy aircraft will materially effect their
dive bemblng sccuracy.

Only two men were not in a fox hole 2t the time of
the bomhing attack; one was killed. Too much exphasis can
not be placed on the fact that fox holes are life-saversa.

The main wire communication net of ths Divislon was
blasted out by one bomb becsuse all the lines were 1aid
aleong the same route, and no slternate lines were put in.
T# the Germans had decided to attack during this twenty~
minute communications blsckeout, considerable confuslon
would have occured among the Division's trocpa.

" A gouple of German self-propelled "88" guns, firing
throughout the Divislon area, were suecessful in harrasaling
all the units. Although no material physical dsmage was
done by these guns, they did have n‘decid§d effect on
morsle.

Pricr to the Tunisian Campaign, it was believed that
the 1:25,000 firing chart was the smallest that could be
used to delivef scourats fires, The Second Battalion dls~
covered that excellent firea could be delivered by using a
1:50,000 firing chart, and the missions accomplished with
same effectiveness as with the larger scale maADS .

Because of the wide open Tunlislan area and the active
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enemy alrcraft, all artlllery moves were made under cover
of darkn?ss. Too much strass cahnot be placed on the
,neces:ity of trasining in night occupltion of position.
Most of the obaserved fires of the heavy srtillery
wers conducted by the Forward Observers, of the organle

divisional light artillery, with the front line rifle com~

panies,
LESS0ONS
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10. All comunication wire lines should not be to=

gether; alternate lires should be lald .

711. Long range harrassing filre is’ most effective on
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the enemy's morale.,

12. Roving selrupropelled lrtillery 1f efficilently
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